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Dr. William Anderson, who came from Negrais to continue the
negotiations begun by Captain George Baker. There were two
difficulties. In the first place anything of the nature of a treaty
was repugnant to Burmese conceptions of sovereignty; no king
could bind his successors, or himself, for that matter. In the
second place, kings only dealt with kings: it was impossible to
conclude an agreement with a mere trading company. Alaung-
paya was willing to give formal recognition to the Company's
settlement in his country, but only by a royal order directed to
the king of England. Accordingly the English envoys were
entrusted with a letter on gold-leaf ornamented with rubies and
told to deliver it to their king.
This interesting document arrived in England early in 1758
and was duly presented to George II. A translation of it is
preserved in the East India Company's records in London.
Unfortunately, when it arrived, the Directors had already sent
out orders to Madras for the abandonment of the Negrais
settlement. And as—still more unfortunately—no suitable
reply was ever made on behalf of the king of England, Alaung-
paya came to the conclusion that he had been either craftily
tricked or wantonly insulted.
Meanwhile Syriam had fallen. It was taken by a surprise
attack in July 1756 and utterly destroyed. Upon Bruno and the
French who fell into his hands Alaungpaya wreaked a fearful
revenge. Bruno was slowly roasted to death. Two French ships
which arrived in the Rangoon river just too late with reinforce-
ments and supplies from Pondicherry, were decoyed and
captured through a letter, which the king forced the wretched
Bruno to write to their captains before his execution. Their
officers were all butchered and their companies impressed into
the Burmese army.
Then, reinforced by European guns and gunners, Alaung-
paya proceeded to invest the Mon capital Pegu. He sent
request after request for munitions to Negrais, threatening
that if the response were inadequate he would treat the settle-
ment in the same way as Syriam. The English were now placed
in a very difficult position. The Seven Years' War had broken
out. and their hands were full with operations against the
French. On the other hand, with the elimination of French

